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FORMULAFAST

There’s no such thing as fast! Only 
FASTER! I’ve been asked by quite a few 
people at the Club what I’ve been up to 
recently so I figured I may as well let you 
in on the ‘secret’! What is no secret is that 
I do enjoy speed and I think I’ve found the 
ultimate combination of sports for me.  My 
love of catamarans is legendary - at least 
in my head it is! And well, I love 
motorcycles too! So now I found a way to 
combine the two!

Strap a 2.5l, V-6 onto the back of a tunnel 
hull catamaran and you have it! The wail 
of the 2-stroke thrust the 400 kg package 
down the straights at 160 km/h and will 
pull about 2 G’s in the turns!

It is a very intoxicating mix and pumped 
up racing at its best! For me, I’m 
passionate about boats with one 

provision, they have to be slick and quick! 
My interest in it also relates to the fact that 
I want to see if a fast catamaran sailor can 
make it in the tunnel hull world! It’s a good 
challenge that is for sure! While I’m never 
going to make it to F1 Powerboats I’m 
lucky to be involved with F3000 Malaysia. 
It’s quite thrilling enough!

My last outing was in Putrajaya where we 
had 3 F3000’s put on an exhibition for the 
Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister who was 
there to officiate the prize giving of the 
Formula Future National Championship 
where the winners received air tickets to 
the World Championship in Liverpool! 
Nice! 

On this occasion, I was busy manning my 
camera to make the You Tube clip of the 

event. But I did squeeze in about 20 hot 
laps before and after the main event. 

No I’m not giving up sailing catamarans its 
just that I can squeeze in the F3000 
Circuit around the sailing program. Its a 
great mix and strangely, having a 
comprehensive understanding of wind 
helps in controlling the F3000.

When you see the top guns punting these 
around well “how hard can it be...” comes 
to mind. Let me tell you, it’s a lot harder 
than it appears. Ultimate speed comes 
right at the ragged edge! The entire 
performance is controlled via toggles on 
the steering wheel. This adjusts the angle 
trim of the engine and goes something like 
this. Trim up coming out of the corners. 
This puts the boat into a high angle of 
attack and packs a lot of air into the 

30 knots by Nacra. 
Done! 34 knots by Hobie Tri Foiler. Done! 
90 knots by F3000. DONE!
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tunnel under the boat. This pressure zone 
of air lifts the boat and therefore reduces 
drag resulting in more speed. Down the 
straights it’s a matter of progressively 
reducing the angle of attack to reduce air 
drag and keep the boat accelerating. To 
much air  under the boat can result in a 
spectacular blow over, something best 
avoided!

As you approach the turn you need to 
keep the throttle wide open and control the 
entry with the trim. Now you trim down to 
get the sponsons rails into contact with the 
water. As the boat settles back into the 
water the speed reduces due to the 
increased wetted surface area. The turn is 
executed as hard as you dare with the 
inner sponson biting the water and 
gripping enough to pull 2-3 G’s. Out of the 
turn and onto the straight you repeat the 
whole trim exercise again. It takes 
concentration and a level of fitness to pull 
it off smoothly every time. Straights are 
generally polished off in about 12 seconds 
and so getting up to speed and then 
cornering is a constant effort.

Twenty laps does not sound like a lot but it 
does sap the energy out of you as the 
torque steer induced by having half the 
blade in the water is considerable!

I was more than fortunate to be instructed 
by the regions premiere F3000 pilot, the 
guru of speed in Malaysia, Robert 
Fernandez. Fernandez Team Racing has 8 
F3000’s in their stable and FTR really 
provides true turn-key racing. 

A bit of energy has been spent on 
establishing the Malaysian Circuit and into 
2011 there will be 5 major races on the 
calendar with the next event slated for 
October.

Getting involved at this level is not the 
costly affair that you might imagine. My 
boat is currently being prepared as the 
Rittzy Witchy Race Team and the cost of 
setting it up is in the vicinity of RM 
100,000. Generally we’ll burn bout $100 
worth of fuel for a race day so actually, it’s 
probably cheaper to run than a sailboat on 
a full race program!

The F3000 Class will be moving its base to 
Putrajaya, just outside of Kuala Lumpur. 
Putrajaya is the federal capital of Malaysia. 
The Marina Kelab in Putrajaya Lake 
contains a garage area, the Formula Future 
School as well as the Pullman 5-star hotel. 
All of this is located just 20 minutes from 
KLIA so it’s now becoming possible for 
Singapore powerboat racing fans to fly in, 
race and fly out! Putrajaya has some 

interesting architecture too. Like the 
photos above taken in the Botanic 
Gardens between sets! 

In the past, the F3000 Class has 
supported the Singapore National Day by 
staging and exhibition race in Marina Bay 
but sadly it’s not on the calendar for this 
year.

I know I’m not the only speed-junky out 
there as surprisingly, a fair few of the 
sailing fraternity have shown interest in the 
Class. Then again, these same guys all 
have sporting motorcycles too! Right now, 
four new race craft are being prepared for 
the 2011 season. What makes the 
difference is that racing can be organised 
as a hop-in hop-out program. Fernandez 
Team Racing can take care of all logistics, 
setup and maintenance issues which in the 
past, have been the stumbling block for 
any race program.

Tunnel hull, tunnel vision last time I had 
that I was at 295 km/h on a Suzuki 
Hayabusa 1300. More exciting? Maybe the 
F3000 simply because each lap, things 
change, rapidly! Anyone keen on the 
experience of flying inches above the 
water can contact me.

Scott Speed


