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That lawn at Raffles Marina is a 
dangerous place! It is like a mine 
field! You step on it and a hangover 
is inevitable. Such is the design of 
the marina and clubhouse I’m sure 
Gordon Maxted had something to 
do with the way the gangplank 
leads you off the marina and 
deposits you ever so cleverly in 
front of Discovery Pub! Here you 
will find that food and drinks are 
delivered to you in such a timely 
manner that I swear I only had one 
beer in the two months of being a 
temporary resident there!

I must say, things at Raffles are 
very efficient and with nothing 
being to hard. The event is the 
Western Series, the biggest event 
on the local sailing calendar with 
some 62 boats taking part. This 
includes everything from race keel 
boats, classics, SB3’s, multihulls 
and the Sailability program -  pretty 

much the sum total of the sailing 
community in Singapore!

If that doesn’t inspire you to sail 
around Singapore to support the 
event, Michael Chia at 82 years 
young puts us all to shame. 
Michael sailed the mighty Nacra 20 
Carbon around from Changi 
competed and sailed back - so 
what’s your excuse! Way to go 
Michael!

On the water. Sailing in the West 
Johore Straits is an altogether 
peaceful as no shipping traffic 
transit past the marina. All you have 
to do is keep in mind that 
Singapore waters end just 30 
metres beyond the marina wall! 

The expected SW Monsoon didn’t 
always show up. Instead we had a 
lot of SE winds to fill in its place 
which often skewed the race 
course a little. Courses were a mix 

of short and passage course 
except for the mad-Moth brigade 
and the SB3’s that were relegated 
to the short course area for the 
duration.

The Series is spread over three 
weekends to make it possible for 
local sailors to really maximise two 
months of free berthing in a walk-
on walk-off facility. 

One of the races in the Series is the 
Presidents Cup. But this year the 
wind conspired with Imp as they 
were the only boat able to finish 
against the swift out going tide! The 
Committee decided to re-run the 
race on another day! 

The Singapore Moth Fleet has been 
growing, this year they were up to 
their usual flying antics with five 
boats entered. Most numerous was 
the multihull fleet that featured a 
trimaran for the first time and as 
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soon as those guys learn where 
the marks are, they’ll probably do 
a lot better! Nico and Jeremy a 
familiar faces in the cat fleet and 
narrowly edged out a hard-
charging bunch of Astroboys, 
Martin and Joshua. Towards the 
end of the regatta Nico went from 
two hulls to three hulls as their 
new Corsair was delivered and 
launched in Raffles.

The whole event is organised by 
the SMU and it runs like 
clockwork! About fifty SMU 
students run everything from race 
and event management to the 
great newsletter and the fabulous 
prize giving gala dinner! I guess 
that makes them responsible for 
all the hangovers too!

Finishing the regatta on a 
Saturday also means that 
competitors can let their hair 
down at the awards presentation. 

Nice thinking! By the time you 
have finished on the water and 
head for your allotted table, 
there’s a nicely framed photo of 
your team waiting for you. Nice 
touch and really well done. The 
SMU Team also did well on the 
water winning the IRC B Class, so 
you can have your desert and eat 
it too!

During the Western Series the 
Indonesian Tourism Board 
promoted the Sabang 
International Regatta which, by all 
reports, turned out to be one of 
the roughest events on the Asian 
Circuit. So the Indonesian Cultural 
dancers were really there in 
support of Sabang and not Nico’s 
new boat!

In a lot of cases, the winds were 
not cooperative except for one 
Saturday when a squall rolled 
through the entire fleet from the 

Southeast. With 62 boats waiting 
for a start the Race Committee 
could see a grey mass heading 
for the race course. Minutes later, 
the wind rose from a paltry 2 
knots to about 25! The 
accompanying thunder and rain 
was bad enough then the 
lightning came along and that 
sent the whole fleet towards the 
refuge of the marina. The great 
part about racing at Raffles is that 
it is conducted right in front of the 
marina so heading back in just 
takes a few moments. At one 
point the winds were strong 
enough to flatten Windshiker, a 
Sydney 40 that only had a luffing 
mainsail up.

We were so taken by roaring 
along on The Dash that we didn’t 
really figure out that if it could 
flatten the Sydney Yacht then 
there was a good chance it might 
try to do the same to us! We 
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speared the ama in and slowed the 
boat but that was about it, and that was 
with full working sails. Little did we 
realise that the experience would be 
good training for us in the weeks to 
come!

The facilities at Raffles have attracted 
all of Singapore’s race boats to berth 
there. It is encouraging to see a growth 
of new 40 foot race boats there. David 
Ross and his spanking new Kerr 40 
were sorely missed as David took 
delivery of the rocket ship and was 
promptly repatriated to India. John 
Mahoney’s Zanzibar was prepare for 
teh Hong Kong to Vietnam Race and 
couldn’t take part. So maybe next years 
Western will see a ‘face off’ for all these 
new platforms.

Two weeks after the Western, Raffles 
run the Pesta Sukan Regatta. Sign up 
for both these events and you’ll be 
awarded free berthing for the duration 
of your stay! Very nice!

The Pesta Sukan event comprises a 
long distance race on Saturday and 3 
short courses on Sunday - a full 
program. Saturday’s ‘Banana Run’ 
takes competitors 30nm out and back 
again so by normal standards, it is a 
long passage! The draw back is that the 
race starts at 7am and has an 11 hour 
time limit. This years Banana Run 
turned into a bit of a challenge. 
Commencing in light airs, only Foxy 
Lady and Rock n Roller were on the line 
at the gun! These were soon followed 
up by O’Blue Eyes and a pair of Corsair 
Dashes. Four hours into the race, Foxy 
was leading with Rock n Roller  further 
out to sea. A large grey mass was seen 
rolling in from the west, surely a nasty 
Sumatra! As the grey matter consumed 
Rock n Roller, nothing of the expected 
happened! But the grey was hiding 
something entirely more sinister - a 
white out!

As if from nowhere, the white out 
sprang upon the leading boats with a 

solid 35 knots and huge, stinging rain 
drops! Accompanying the wind came a 
sloppy 1 metre wave but the real issue 
was the lack of visibility! After an hour 
with no competitors in sight Pulau 
Pisang appeared as did two of the 
leading boats. Unbeknown to the 
competitors only three boats remained 
in the race! With a single fetch back, 
The Dash steadily overtook Foxy to 
cross the finish line 9 hours 43 minutes 
after starting.

By comparison, Sunday’s three races 
were completed in mild conditions. 
Foxy Lady won the race boat division 
and The Dash edged out Nico’s 3 hulls 
for 5 people in the multihulls. 
Completing the Western and the 
Banana Run is 4 weekends of intense 
racing. It’s a great event from a great 
facility. Many hanks Raffles and 
Prakash for the invite and opportunity. 
But especially to SMU for making it run 
like clockwork.


