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the birth of a boat
2 containers, 1,000 kgs, 24 hours
text and photos by scott mcmultihuller 

PITCHFORKS

It is always an exciting time to welcome  a new boat into the fleet. Jean Philipe Proust’s new Corsair trimaran is 
significant in that not only is it a new boat to the fleet but is the first brand new ‘big boat’ into CSC for ages. Maybe 
it heralds a change at CSC but only time will tell. Before Singapore, Jean Philipe was stationed in Thailand where 
they were active members of Royal Varuna Yacht Club and raced a Hobie Tiger F18 almost every weekend. So an 
active sailing family they are.

Jean Philipe decided that they would like to do more coastal sailing in the Gulf of Thailand but didn’t want to give 
up the speed aspect that Formula cats are famous for. Digging around, Jean Philipe decided to buy a Corsair 28RS 
that would fulfill family cruising duties and yet be fast enough to race. When the order went through to the factory 
Jean Philipe received orders to move to Singapore. And so, a hurried visit to Singapore to check out the sailing 
scene landed them at CSC. The other advantage of the Corsair is that it folds up. This means that shipping it 
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around is not a huge hassle but does allow 
the craft to be dry-stored while taking up a 
single spot as would a mono hull of the same 
size. 

This aspect alone has made Corsair a sales 
success the world over as it can be easily 
towed to a new location then launched and 
promptly ready for sailing  in a short period of 
time.

But this story begins in Ho Chi Minh and 
ends on the moorings of CSC after just 24 
hours of sweat in the rain of CSC’s car park! 
For anyone who hasn’t visited Ho Chi Minh, 
you should do so. Vietnam is an interesting 
mix and just a few hours flight out of 
Singapore. The food is great, the architecture 
is interesting  and the streets are busy, noisy 
and bustling!

The Corsair factory was originally in San 
Diego but moved to Vietnam about 5 years 
ago. This is representative of the trend for 
boat manufacturers to move production into 
Asia. Vietnamese are skilled workers and he 
product they are turning out is very well 
finished. Most recently, Corsair was 
purchased by Seawind Catamarans and so 
one can imagine that Australia’s most 
popular cruising cat will soon be built in 
Vietnam as well.

The Proust family visited Singapore and 
selected CSC as the environment that most 
suited the style of sailing that they had 
enjoyed in Thailand and promptly joined the 
membership. When the two containers 
arrived in the CSC car park, they were 
accompanied by a huge downpour paying 
respect to the saying “just add water!”

Two of the Corsair factory chaps had just 
flown in to put the pieces together. Although 
the Corsair can fit in a single container, it was 
decided to ship two containers with the arms 
and floats preassembled at the factory  in Ho 
Chi Minh as this would save some assembly 
time.There was some heavy equipment in the 
car park, toys that every boy would be proud 
of!

With over 1,500 Corsairs sailing globally you 
might say that the factory has had plenty of 
time to get it right, therefore assembly goes 
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without a hitch. For those new to Singapore, our 
weather must come as a complete surprise. Having 
said that it didn’t dampen the enthusiasm of Phil and 
Zam who skillfully put the pieces together and had the 
Corsair afloat in 24 hours!

The main hull sat in a cradle that became the 
launching dolly. To the main hull the amas (floats not 
domestic help) were attached. Pieces are in ‘bite 
sized’ chunks so man handling is only really required 
to get the bolts in and pins into the folding system. 
Unsurprisingly, everything fitted in the manner in which 
it was intended.

During the bouts of rain we managed to ask Jean 
Philipe what he was feeling?  “I’m very excited. I can’t 
wait to get on the water and explore the area around 
Singapore. It is also nice that Singapore has an active 
calendar as just about every weekend in Varuna we 
were on the F18 catamaran. Tomorrow will be an even 
more exciting day as we will get to see how she sails”. 

Just look at Changi early in the morning during the 
transition period. It is grey. The waters are as flat as a 
pancake then hours later, it is blue skies and sunny 
with just enough breeze to go sailing! Launching a 

new boat or just getting into sailing in the months 
before the monsoon is not a bad thing. For one you 
will have plenty of time to adjust to your new boat and 
get to understand the tidal streams that form part of 
the sailing environment here.

Singapore lies almost on the equator and as such we 
are in the “doldrum area”. This is the convergence 
zone where colder air currents meet on the equatorial 
belt and then rise rapidly with ambient heating. This is 
an important area for all the world’s air currents. 
Dealing with our weather is just part and parcel of 
living here. It is not that much different from sailing on 
some great lake.

The Corsair launched easily even though the tide had 
fallen almost to its lowest level of the day and once 
afloat she was unfolded in preparation for stepping the 
mast.

Why choose a trimaran? 
The speed of a multihull with the utility of a mono. It 
makes for a great family boat because of its stability. 
The trampolines make the cockpit an even safer place 

So what’s next?
Float it... Unfold it and go sailing! 
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to be and at night a comfortable place to sleep. The 
speed of the trimaran makes for exciting racing but really 
increases cruising range. This is especially so when you 
consider that Singapore is surrounded by some great 
cruising areas. Just look at the recent Neptune Regatta 
for instance and now we hear of another interesting 
adventure regatta being planned that will take in Langkawi 
and a secret Indonesian location. Singapore is really at 
the cross roads of Asia, with Indonesia to the south and 
Malaysia to the north there is no shortage of anchorages 
to visit. 

A word of advice!
The waters around Changi are warm, very nutrient rich 
and flowing. All this conspires to make bottom growth 
extremely fast. If you are thinking about keeping a boat on 
the moorings here don’t be surprised to see bottom 
growth of some description on the keel within a week or 
so! It does not mean that the paint is no good! Just to the 
left of where  picture was taken are the paint test cells 
from International and Awlgrip Paint. They have selected 
this area as it is a “worst case scenario” to try to come up 
with suitable solution to the growth problem. Of course 
the best storage is to dry store your boat and that is what 
the tri is also good at.

Back to the launching!
The Proust’s Corsair is a 28RS with custom features. She 
has a full suit of North Sails Kevlar racing sails that should 
see spritely performance across the spectrum of 
conditions. But the most ‘sort after’ option is a private 
head! Bunks, cooker and a pop top round out the 
finishing touches.

With the 28RS afloat in the berths, the mast was stepped 
using a set of jack stays, a lever arm and a winch. With a 
little elbow grease the mast was wound into place and 
with that done, the sails could be hoisted and this was the 
general point of the whole exercise.

So with a gentle 5 knots blowing Mandao Express’s sails 
were hoisted and she was sailing on the  East Johore 
Straits. Just 24 hours before Mandao Express had been in 
pieces in a steel container now she was sailing happily 
along. In three hours from this point, Phil and Zam would 
hop on a plane back to Ho Chi Minh ready to go back to 
work.

Jean Philipe left with a smile on his face and CSC gained 
another active member.


