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DESTINATIONGEM
from gateway to getaway

a real gem
In all the other issues of Changi Log we’ve looked at location in the Riau Archipelago, but this one is another of my 
favourite places. It’s a little off the beaten path but well worth the extra effort involved in getting there. Pulau Gemia is 
really a Gem of an island. It is special because it lies within one of Malaysia’s National Marine Parks. It’s obviously 
accessible by boat, so if you happen to be sailing in far north Malaysian waters, stop by. Be treated to a very nice chalet 
on the waters edge where in the morning you can watch the baby black tip sharks amble by...
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Pulau Gem can be reached by flying/driving to Kuala Terengganu 
and then heading 20 kilometres south to Marang Ferry Point. 
From there, a high speed transfer boat will whisk you out to Gem 
in about 10 minutes! It is perhaps the 6 - 7 hours drive from 
Singapore that will put all but the most intrepid off! Thanks to 
FireFly Airlines you can now fly from Singapore to Kuala Lumpur 
and then onto Kuala Terengganu so that will save you the road 
trip. Personally, I enjoy the road trip especially when the Ducati is 
working!

Pulau Gemia lies just north of Pulau Kapas. Between the two is a 
beautiful anchorage that local fishermen have known about for 
eons. So any of the Changi Fleet that maybe transiting up the 
coast for the Gulf Regattas should pull in here. 

There are only 30 chalets on the whole island. These are 
fastidiously kept by Irene Leow who is an avid diver and sailor. 
The chalets are Bali-styled and very charming with balconies 
hanging right over the South China Sea! Don’t expect any other 
entertainment apart from a good book as you if you time it right, 
you might be the only one there! Having said that, each of the 
chalets has Astro TV so I never had to miss a MotoGP race!

If you’ve never been up close and personal with Leatherbacks or 
Greenbacks, go do it now, it is a very rare treat! The real attraction 
of Gem is the Turtle Conservation Program. I think I spent two 
whole afternoons watching these great creatures swim around the 
pool! Of course Malaysia is one of few nesting grounds for this 
species and so a visit to Gem will also be an educational one.

Eggs are gathered from the islands beaches and transferred to a 
safety pen where they are allowed to hatch. Once the babies are 
out of their shells they’ll be reared for a period in the ‘baby pool’. 
The stronger of the brood are then released back into the wild. 
Weaker turtles are kept in the pool until they can be released in 
the following season. With a wild survival rate of about 2 percent, I 
think they deserve all the help they can get!

What else is there in the area? Well Kuala Terengganu is the 
biggest town nearby. But compared to Gem well its a little lack 
lustre! Terengganu does have a Chinatown and is actually home to 
November’s Monsoon Cup - one of the legs of the World Match 
Racing Tour. If you ever wanted to see brand name sailors in 
action, the Monsoon Cup would be the place to do it!

Geographically speaking, the islands in far north Malaysia are 
more interesting as the rock formations are somewhat different 
from this end of Peninsular Malaysia!

I was considering organising to take boats up to Kuala 
Terengganu by road and then spend a few weekends sailing 
around the area. I still might if we had enough good interest 
(anyone keen?). The resorts on Malaysia’s east coast are open will 
the Southwest monsoon prevails i.e. up until about September/
October period. After which the Northeast Monsoon kicks up the 
waves and makes transfer passages a rather rough affair!

So if you need a little getaway, try Gem. I’m pretty sure you won’t 
be disappointed. Go and explore it’s worth the effort.

Let me know if any of you are keen on a little adventure sailing!
Email your interest to scott.nd.mccook@gmail.com
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