
For those who competed in the 
Neptune Regatta, it has been a hectic 
schedule. Pack up the trimarans and 

jump back onto the cats for the12th 
National Cat Championship. The 
Neptune Regatta may have proved 200 
years of navigation wrong by having 
wind all the way to the equator but, 

back at the ranch, well the NE 
Monsoon simply abated - with much 
idle time for chatting! It was a struggle 
to get all the scheduled races in fact, 
on Saturday it was only possible to 

complete one race from the planned 
four races... grrrr. The other factor was 
the Singapore Air Show which could 
have halted our sailing in the preferred 
Flatwater Bay area but the 

uncooperative wind meant we couldn’t 
even sail that far if we tried!

In 2009 the first Nacra 20 One Design 
reached our shores. This was followed 
last year by the Nacra 20 Carbon so it 
was good to see all of our 8 F20 cats 
on the water. Good to see the original 

Isdoo Team of Nico and Jeremy back 
onboard the Viper F16 and sailing so 
well - all those hours of ‘practice’ going 
to meet Neptune certainly paid off.
Then there was another team. Damien 

and Kornelius who only sail but once a 
year... “Too much work” or “running 
your own business is hard!”Seriously 
we haven’t seen either of the pair since 
the last Nationals that they won. So 

wouldn’t you know it, they won again! 

This is a strong team and they sail the 
20 One Design very well even as the 
light, shifting winds did their level best 

to un-phase everyone.

All sailors agreed that the variable 
winds were a much greater test of 
ability than the consistent NE that we 

should have had! But that is sailing, 
take is as it comes and take it on the 
chin sometimes!
In previous years we have had an 
almost equal split between the Race 

and Sport fleets but this year it was 
about 10:1 Race:Sport. The F20 and 
the F16 Vipers and Taipans were the 
biggest fleet - perhaps that a sign of 
the times? Actually it is more of a sign 

of our conditions! It is simply more fun 
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to be on a high performance platform 
as our winds are generally much 
lighter than temperate regions. High 

performance boats like the F20’s and 
F16’s don’t need a lot of breeze to get 
going. Especially the F20’s that seem 
to turn 3 knots of wind into about 9 
knots of speed!  Sticking anywhere 

near them required deft work in the 
tidal streams!
Changi Point has another challenging 
element, the tide! When the winds are 
light the tide becomes a crucial factor. 

Get caught on the wrong side of the 
tide and you really could be history! 
Racing was planned to have some 
short course racing in our favourite 
bay but with the way the wind was it 

was decided that in everyone’s best 
interest that it should revert back to 
short passages using the navigation 

marks out in the shipping lanes with 
which we are all SO familiar.

The most interesting things happened 
at the start. There was a couple of 

downhill starts - they are always fun. 
Then the wind clocked just enough 
between a couple of the races on 
Sunday to allow someone to sail up 
the middle of what everyone had 

thought was a port favoured start. 
Although there was no contact most 
of the ‘offending’ boats never did their 
penalty turns, tsk tsk! 

The Race Officer was lucky enough to 
be able to squeeze in enough races 
on Sunday to constitute a series. This 

did require some real back-to-back 
racing.

Thanks to everyone for taking part...

1. Damien and Kornelius. Nacra 20 
One Design

2. Nico and Jeremy. Isdoo. Viper 
F16

3. Team Pro Sail Asia. Scoot and 

Malice. Viper F16

More than that, I have to go get the 
result sheet and update this later. 
Unfortunately we have had so much 
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The National Cat Championship has been around for the last well, 

twelve years. That it is timed to coincide with the NE Monsoon is no 

accident! In the past we have felt the full onslaught of the NE 

Monsoon in every creaking fibre of our muscles and every aramid 

fibre in the sails. 


