
Singapore’s inaugural Multihull 
Championship got off to a rather lack 
lustre start thanks to global warming for 

vaporising what was left of our NE 
Monsoon. How many more seasons 
must we lose before scientists figure out 
how to plug the hole in the ozone and 
stop all the air pressure from escaping 

our fragile balloon of an atmosphere. On 
a good note... Whereas a year ago we 
could not even boats a class of 
trimarans, Singapore now has a fleet of 
them. We were hoping that the wind 

would recover from the previous 
weekends dismal showing but alas no. 
All those boats that competed in the 
Neptune simply used up what stored 
energy the NE Monsoon had left. As 

exhaustive as it was to go from the 
equator to the cat championship to the 
Multihull championship it was still a lot 

of fun.

The fun came in the form of some more 
interesting starts. The good bit about 
having some shifting breeze is that it 

made every start a little more 
challenging. The start line at Changi is a 
fixture and is most often skewed in the 
same direction as the bustling shipping 
lane does not permit CSC to lay marks 

in the water. Unfortunately, this makes 
windward leeward course just a part of 
history in Changi.
It is great to see some new growth, not 
only in the number of trimarans but also 

in size. Stuart Birbeck dusted off his 
Corsair 31 and then equipped it with a 
cooler for everybody on board! At last 

count we saw 7 coolers - hot work all 
this racing then! 
Next Jean Philippe’s Corsair 28 RS 
made her racing debut with the family 
onboard. The One Design Dash Fleet 

came out to play as did David Stanton 
on the M23.

Perhaps the most interesting start was 
when Sebastien fell off the back of 
SingaLoc as Stuart on the 31 was 
bearing down on him! All would have 
been ok except that Sebastien was 
driving at the time! 
Alan Hodges who just a few short years 
ago was CSC Rookie of the Year 



executed a perfectly timed right-of-way 
start that fouled a few boats up but that 
was only pay back to The Dash for 
shutting the door on Kaze’s start in the 
preceding race. Pay back - we like it. A 
very noticeable feature is that the start 
line is becoming more crowded. That is 
a very good sign that everyones starting 
skills have improved dramatically over 
past seasons.

As the racing evolved a tussle 
developed between Kaze, Singaloc and 
The Dash. Dash Boot through in some 
good moves but generally faded a little 
downhill in comparison to the other 
three charging Dashes. Four courses 
and 8 races would make up the series. 
By now the familiar track to NP! and 
track to Squance are but all too familiar! 

The course to Tekong buoy was a 
welcomed relief made more challenging  
by a breeze which shifted after the first 
mark rounding mark. But the shift of the 
wind to the Southeast also brought with 
it a little more pressure so that it turned 
what might have been a ho-hum beat 
into a nicely powered-up run! Perfect!

SingaLoc found some magic numbers 
on the Neptune run was in great form all 
weekend and going into the very last 
race of the series was locked on equal 
points with The Dash. Now that’s good 
racing and exactly why a One Design 
format becomes more interesting. So in 
the Neptune Regatta 1 minute 
separated the two boats after 12 hours 
of racing now, it would be a ‘sudden 
death’ decider! So as the trimarans 

racked up for the last start things were 
getting very interesting. The wind shift 
that accompanied the passing storm 
cell of the earlier race played some 
funny tricks just one minute before the 
gun. 

A few (90%) of the fleet miscalculated 
the push from the tide and were all 
gunning for the line. Well maybe 
gunning a little too much and they all 
ended up On Course Side i.e. jump 
start! One boat peeled out the back and 
came around the back and ducked all 
the transoms to get away with a good 
start.  

That was just enough of a break to 
allow The dash to sneak one miserable 
point off SingaLoc and take the series. 
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